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15 CFR Subtitle A (1–1–13 Edition) § 10.14 

§ 10.14 Appeals. 
(a) Any person directly affected by a 

procedural action taken by NIST or the 
Standard Review Committee under 
§§ 10.5, 10.6 or 10.7 regarding the devel-
opment of a standard, by NIST or the 
Standing Committee under § 10.10 re-
garding the review of a published 
standard, or under § 10.11 regarding the 
revision of a standard, or under § 10.13 
regarding the withdrawal of a stand-
ard, may appeal such action. 

(b) Such appeal shall be filed in writ-
ten form with the body taking the ac-
tion complained of (NIST, the Standard 
Review Committee, or the Standing 
Committee) within 30 days after the 
date of announcement of the action. 

(c) If appeal is filed with the Stand-
ard Review Committee or the Standing 
Committee, the Committee shall at-
tempt to resolve the appeal informally. 
If the appeal is filed with NIST, NIST 
with the consultation and advice of the 
Standard Review Committee or the 
Standing Committee, whichever is ap-
propriate, shall attempt to resolve the 
appeal informally. 

(d) If the appeal is to the Standard 
Review Committee or the Standing 
Committee and the Committee is un-
able to resolve such an appeal infor-
mally, the Committee shall hold a 
hearing regarding the appeal. An-
nouncement of the hearing shall be 
made to members of the Standard Re-
view Committee or the Standing Com-
mittee and all the acceptors of record, 
when appropriate, as well as other 
known interests. Notice of the hearing 
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. The hearing will be an informal, 
nonadversary proceeding at which 
there will be no formal pleadings or ad-
verse parties. Written statements will 
be furnished by witnesses prior to the 
hearing. A record of the hearing will be 
made. Copies of the written statements 
and the record of the hearing will be 
available at cost. 

(e) Those members of the Committee 
hearing the appeal will develop a rec-
ommendation to the Committee con-
cerning the resolution of the appeal. 
NIST will review the recommendation 
and if found acceptable will subject it 
to a letter ballot of the Committee. Ap-
proval by three-fourths of the members 
of the Committee eligible to vote will 

constitute acceptance by the Com-
mittee and by NIST. Notice of the 
Committee decision will be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(f) If the appeal is to NIST and the 
attempt to resolve the appeal infor-
mally under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion is not successful, the Deputy Di-
rector of NIST will schedule a hearing 
with an appeals panel at an appropriate 
location. Announcement of the hearing 
shall be made to members of the Stand-
ard Review Committee or Standing 
Committee and all acceptors of record, 
when appropriate, as well as to other 
known interests. Notice of the hearing 
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(g) The Deputy Director of NIST will 
name two other persons, who have not 
been directly involved in the matter in 
dispute and who will not be directly or 
materially affected by any decision 
made or to be made in the dispute, to 
sit on the panel with the Deputy Direc-
tor, who will act as presiding officer. 
The presiding officer will have the 
right to exercise such authority as nec-
essary to ensure the equitable and effi-
cient conduct of the hearing and to 
maintain an orderly proceeding. 

(h) The hearing will be an informal, 
nonadversary proceeding at which 
there will be no formal pleadings or ad-
verse parties. The hearing will be open 
to the public. Witnesses shall submit a 
written presentation for the record 
seven days prior to the hearing. A 
record will be made of the hearing. 
Copies of the written statements and 
the record of the hearing will be avail-
able at cost. 

(i) The appeals panel will make a rec-
ommendation to the Director of NIST. 
The Director’s decision on the appeal 
will be announced within 60 days fol-
lowing the hearing and will be commu-
nicated to the complainant and other 
interested parties by letter. Notice of 
the Director’s decision shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[51 FR 22497, June 20, 1986, as amended at 55 
FR 38315, Sept. 18, 1990] 

§ 10.15 Interpretations. 
(a) An interpretation of a Voluntary 

Product Standard may be obtained 
through the submission of a written re-
quest. The request shall identify the 
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